The Winner Is
Brackets
The Winner Is strategy is based on the science of “bracketology.” Brackets can be used
to analyze key laws, events, people, or in this case four Supreme Court cases. The
bracket contains four cases and the question used for the basis of the analysis. Students
can work alone or with partners to determine which case best answers each side of the
bracket and the major reason for their decision. Once the two winners are determined,
the students then repeat the analysis determining the final winner and explain the reason
for their choice.
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Marbury
v.
Madison

Gibbons
v.
Ogden

For the first time
the court interpreted
Congress’ power under
the commerce clause of
the Constitution. The Court
defined commerce broadly
and stated that Congress’
power under the commerce
clause “is complete in itself,
may be exercised to its
utmost extent, and knows
no limitations other than
those prescribed by the
Constitution.”

In this case
for the first time the
Court ruled an act of
Congress
unconstitutional, thus
establishing its power of
judicial review.
The Supreme Court is the
final interpreter of the
meaning of the
Constitution.

McCulloch
v.
Maryland

The Court ruled that
some of the enumerated
powers given Congress
in Article I, Section 8,
paragraphs 1-17
combined with the
"necessary and proper
clause" of paragraph 18,
give Congress the power to
create a Bank of the U. S.
Congress has “implied
powers”

Dred Scott
v.
Sandford

The Court ruled that
slaves were not citizens.
By its ruling, the Court
also declared the
Missouri Compromise
unconstitutional. Part of
Section 1 of the 14th
Amendment was later
added to the Constitution
for the purpose of
overruling the Court’s
decision.

What case has had the most long-lasting impact on the development of our nation?

Marbury v. Madison

McCulloch v. Maryland

Gibbons v. Ogden

Dred Scott v. Sandford
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Which Marshall case has had the most long-lasting impact on the development of our nation?

Marbury v. Madison

McCulloch v. Maryland

Gibbons v. Ogden

Worcester v. Georgia

