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Learning Objectives: The student will 

1. Answer comprehension questions while watching the video of Baker v. Carr 1962
found on Oyez, Oyez, O Yay! website.

2. Express personal opinions about key facts, the arguments, decision, and impact
of the Baker v. Carr case on how political divisions are crafted in the United
States.

3. Understand the difference between “judicial restraint” and “judicial activism.”

TEKS:  Govt.3C 

Materials Needed: Access to Oyez, Oyez, O Yay! website found at 
www.texasbar.com/civics (Baker v. Carr video and case study);  
copies of the viewing guide for each student. 

Teaching Strategy: 

1. Explain to the students that they are going to view a video on the 1962 U.S.
Supreme Court case of Baker v. Carr.  Set the case up by explaining this is a
significant case in U.S. history as it is a major step in the attempt to achieve
equality in citizens’ Congressional representation by changing the
redistricting process used to determine legislative districts.

2. Post the following two statements and questions for the students to discuss
their initial opinions about each before watching the video:

a. Chief Justice Earl Warren calls this case the most significant in his
sixteen-year tenure as Chief Justice.  What could possibly be the reason
for this opinion?

b. This case illustrates the debate over the following:

 judicial activism—the belief that the U.S. Supreme Court is to play
an active part in shaping national policies

 judicial restraint—the belief that the U.S. Supreme Court is to show
restraint in taking the initiative on social and political questions

With which position do you agree and why do you fell this way? 

3. Pair the students up and distribute a viewing guide to each student.  Have
the students preview the guide with a partner to discuss the questions they
will be asked to answer.  After they have discussed their ideas, explain that
they will watch the video and answer the questions individually.
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4. Play the video, stopping at the designated time on the teacher notes for the 
students to individually answer the comprehension questions as well as 
complete the “Stop and Think” section.  Ask for volunteers to share their 
answers and thoughts before going to the next section of the video.  
Continue this process until the video has come to an end. 

 
 

5. Explain that the last portion of the guide contains a question about the one of 
the ideas cited in the preview of the video. They should answer this question 
independently using information from the Baker v. Carr case as support 
before turning in the viewing guide. 

 
Extension Idea:  Have the students research other Supreme Court opinions where the 
issue of judicial activism or judicial restraint has been raised.  Summarize these and 
report the findings to the class. 


