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Learning Objectives: The students will… 
1. Answer comprehension questions while watching the video of Edgewood ISD v. Kirby.
2. Express personal opinions about key facts, the arguments, the decision, and the impact of

Edgewood ISD v. Kirby on Texas education.
3. Identify the role the Edgewood case has played regarding the struggle for equality in education

for minorities.

Materials Needed: Oyez video on Edgewood ISD v. Kirby (www.texasbar.com/civics), copies of 
student viewing guide, copy of teacher notes. 

Teaching Strategy: 
1. Explain to the students that they are going to view a video on Edgewood ISD v. Kirby, a Texas

Supreme Court case dealing with the financing of public schools and the struggle to achieve
equality in education for minorities.

2. Pair the students up and distribute a viewing guide to each student. Have the students preview
the guide with their partner and predict what they think the answers to the questions might be.
They should record these ideas on one of the guides. They do not have to record their ideas to
the conclusion questions, but they should attempt to answer the “Stop and Think” questions.
After they have recorded their ideas on the guide, explain that they will now be watching the
video and stopping to review their predictions at each section before recording their final
answers to the questions on the other guide.

3. Play the video, stopping at the designated time on the viewing guide for the students to review
their previous answers and then record their final answers. If there is time, ask for volunteers
to share their ideas from the “Stop and Think” questions and whether or not their opinions
changed since watching the video. Continue this process until the video has come to an end.

4. At the end of the video, have the students work with their partner to answer the conclusion
questions. After the partners have turned in their viewing guides, conduct a discussion of what
they think about the recent court case involving the financing of public education in Texas.
Conclude with a discussion of ideas on how they think education should be financed in the
state.

Extension Idea:  
Have the students research how other states finance their public education system. After sharing 
these ideas, compare them to the way Texas finances their schools to see if there are any ideas they 
agree could work in Texas.  

Lesson Plan: 
Edgewood ISD v. Kirby (1989) 
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