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Learning Objectives: The students will… 
1. Answer comprehension questions while watching the video of Schenck v. U.S.
2. Express personal opinions about key facts, the arguments, decision, and impact of Schenck v.

U.S. on American history.

TEKS:  Govt.13D 

Materials Needed: Oyez video on Schenck v. U.S. (www.texasbar.com/civics), copies of student 
viewing guide, copy of teacher notes.  

Teaching Strategy: 
1. Explain to the students that they are going to view a video on the 1919 U.S. Supreme Court

case of Schenck v. U.S. Set the case up by explaining its significance in U.S. history—it is the
first case to begin to define what is meant by freedom of speech, especially with regards to
political speech.

2. Pair the students up and distribute a viewing guide to each student. Have the students preview
the guide with their partner and predict what they think the answers might be. After they have
discussed their ideas on the guide, explain that they will be watching the video and answering
the questions individually.

3. Play the video, stopping at the designated time on the teacher notes for the students to
individually answer the comprehension questions as well as complete the “Stop and Think”
section. If there is time, ask for volunteers to share their thoughts before going to the next
section of the video. Continue this process until the video has come to an end.

4. Explain that the last portion of the guide contains a quote from the decision by Justice Oliver
Wendell Holmes and a comprehension opinion question they should answer before turning in
the video guide.

Extension Idea:  
Have the students research the U.S. Supreme Court case of Brandenburg v. Ohio. Students should 
complete a case study of this case and then compare it to the Schenck case by pointing out 
similarities and differences between the two. 

Lesson Plan: 
Schenck v. United States (1919)
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