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Learning Objectives: The students will… 
1. Be able to explain the Indian Removal Act and how it led to the Trail of Tears.
2. Understand the events and figures involved in the landmark Supreme Court

case, Worcester v. Georgia.

TEKS: 

1. Analyze the reasons for the removal and resettlement of Cherokee Indians
during the Jacksonian era, including the Indian Removal Act, Worcester v.
Georgia, and the Trail of Tears. [5G]

Materials: Oyez video on Worcester v. Georgia (www.texasbar.com/civics), 
computer and projector with speakers, copies of student viewing guide, copy of 
teacher notes. 

Vocabulary: corruption, inferior, voluntary (Review: jurisdiction, enforce, sovereign, 
state’s rights, pardon) 

Teaching Strategy: 

Intro Activity: (5-10 Minutes) 
1. On a separate sheet of paper or the back of their viewing guide, have the students

briefly write about a time that something was taken from them that they believed
was rightfully theirs. How did they feel? (Note: If they say this has never happened
to them, have them brainstorm how they think they would feel if someone took
something from them.)

2. Have them also consider the following as they brainstorm:
a. What did they do about it?
b. Was there someone in a position of power they could go to who might be

able to make things right?
c. Were things made right?
d. What if the person in power refused or was unable to help?
e. What could/would you do?
f. Would it make a difference if the person that took something from you

were more powerful or stronger?
3. Allow them to share if they would like. Tell them to keep those feelings and ideas

in mind as they learn about the next major case in the Marshall Court.

Video: (35-40 Minutes) 
1. Put students into pairs and give each student a copy of the Worcester v. Georgia

viewing guide.
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2. Watch the video through 3:14 and pause. Have them work with their partner to fill
in the blanks in Part 1. Go over as a class to ensure completion. Discuss the
following questions.

a. Why did Jackson and others feel that government had become corrupt?
b. How is Jackson different from the presidents that have come before him?

3. Watch the video from 3:15-11:30. Pause the video and give the pairs time to
work together to complete the blanks in Part 2. Go over as class to ensure all the
blanks are filled in. Since this is a longer section, answers could be put on the
board, if needed. Briefly discuss the following questions.

a. How were native people viewed by many Americans?
b. How do you think Jackson viewed native people and the concept of

removal?
c. Could the Cherokee have done anything differently or was removal

inevitable?
4. Watch the video from 11:31-End. Give the pairs time to work together to

complete the blanks in Part 3. Go over as a class to ensure all blanks are
completed. Again, answers can be listed on the board if needed.

5. Once the viewing guide is complete, have them work together on the discussion
questions at the end of the guide in preparation for an all-class discussion.

(Note: If time is an issue, the discussion questions could be given as homework and 
the concluding discussion could occur during the beginning of class the following 
day as a review.) 

Discussion Questions: 
1. Do you agree with the Supreme Court’s ruling? Fully explain your answer.
2. Do you agree with the state of Georgia and Jackson’s response? Fully explain

your answer.
3. What might happen today if a state and/or the president refused to enforce a

ruling of the Supreme Court?
4. Have them flip back to their responses from the beginning of class. Can they

make any connection between their story and what happened to the Cherokee in
Worcester v. Georgia? Let the students share out the similarities or differences
they noticed.


