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1. Who was John Richie and what role did he play in bringing African Americans to Kansas?
He was an abolitionist who bought 160 acres of land in Topeka, Kansas. After the Civil War, he
gave parts of this land to former slaves for them to establish homes in Topeka.

2. Why was the Monroe School created?
It was an elementary school created to educate African American children. It was one of four
segregated elementary schools in Topeka.

3. As a result of the Plessy v. Ferguson decision, how had groups such as the NAACP first tried
to fight segregation?
They argued that the facilities were not and never could be equal.

4. What changes occurred regarding segregation in education between 1896 (the Plessy
decision)and the 1950s?
Supreme Court decisions such as Sweatt v. Painter and others had ended segregation in
higher education facilities. Mexican American students had also enjoyed some progress with
regards to ending segregation and expanding their educational opportunities. However,
progress could vary from local district to local district and state to state. Nevertheless,
segregation in the public schools was still very prevalent for African Americans in most
Southern states.

5. By the 1950s what was the status of segregation in Topeka, Kansas?
The elementary schools were segregated, but the middle and high schools were integrated.

6. In the 1950s how did the NAACP decide to change its strategy to end segregation?
The NAACP decided to quit arguing that the facilities were never going to be equal, but rather
that segregation was harmful to African American children. As a result of this harm, they were
being deprived of equal protection of the laws as guaranteed by the 14th Amendment.

Stop and Think: What is your opinion of the NAACP’s new argument against segregation? 

Linda Brown (3:37-7:20) 
7. Who was Linda Brown and why were her parents upset about the school she was to attend?

Linda Brown was a 3rd grade African American student who lived five blocks from the all-white
elementary school. Rather than be allowed to attend the neighborhood school, she had to walk
a mile through a freight yard to catch a bus to ride to the segregated Monroe School. Along
with other African American parents, Linda’s parents filed a lawsuit to try and remedy the
situation.

8. What was the result of the lawsuit in the U.S. District Court?
The three judge panel agreed with the NAACP’s new argument that segregation was causing
harm to the students; but because of the legal precedent of separate but equal set in the
Plessy decision, the judges didn’t believe they had the authority to change it.

9. What did this decision mean for the NAACP?
The NAACP now had a court decision that agreed with its position. It could use this court
opinion to go forward with a case before the U.S. Supreme Court.

10. What other states had similar cases before them and therefore decided to join forces with the
plaintiffs in the Brown case?
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South Carolina, Virginia, and Delaware. 
 
Stop and Think: What does the fact that there were other states with cases involving the same 
questions about segregation in public schools as Kansas tell one about changing opinions in the 
United States? 
 
Question Brought to the U.S. Supreme Court (7:21-10:25) 
 
Stop and Think: How would you frame the issue that was brought to the Supreme Court?  
[Formula for issue=Yes/No question + facts of the case using the NAACP’s new argument + part of 
the U.S. Constitution in question]  
Does the racial segregation of public school children by state law, even though the separate schools 
may be equal, deny African American children the equal protection of the laws guaranteed by the 
14th Amendment? 
 

11. How did the psychologists for the plaintiffs testify before the Supreme Court?  
They pointed to tests they had conducted which they said proved that segregation based on 
race was harmful to a child’s image. They used white and black dolls and had children of both 
races pick their favorite. As expected, most white children picked white dolls, but what 
concerned the psychologists the most was that most African American children also picked 
white dolls.  

12. Why did it take so long to get a decision in the case?  
The first time the case was heard, there wasn’t a consensus on the court and some justices 
felt this decision needed to be unanimous. Therefore, the case was scheduled for rehearing 
and the plaintiffs were to bring more arguments concerning the 14th Amendment.  

13. What happened with regards to the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court before the second time 
the case was heard?  
Chief Justice Fred Vinson died and President Eisenhower appointed the Governor of 
California, Earl Warren, the new Chief. Warren was even more determined to get a unanimous 
decision to end the question of segregation once and for all. 

 
Stop and Think: What do you think about Chief Justice Warren’s strong belief that the Brown case 
should be a unanimous decision?  
 
The Ruling (10:26-13:06) 

14. How did the Supreme Court finally rule? 
The court ruled unanimously that it didn’t matter whether the separate facilities were equal or 
not. Segregation was harmful to African American children, and therefore was a violation of the 
equal protection of the laws clause of the 14th Amendment.  

 
Impact of the Case (13:07-End) 

15. How did the states which required racial segregation react to the Supreme Court’s decision?  
They were angry and didn’t think that the Supreme Court could enforce the decision. Some 
states even felt that since schools in their states weren’t named in these cases from Kansas 
and the other states, the decision did not apply to them.  

16. How did some of the states resist the decision?  
Several school boards in Arkansas and Virginia closed schools rather than comply. Thirty-five 
Southern Congressmen issued what was called the “Southern Manifesto” which stated they 
would never accept the decision. 

17. Why was there a second Brown case known as “Brown 2”?  
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The Supreme Court hoped that with time local school boards would find a way to work out 
solutions in a peaceful manner. Chief Justice Warren explained that the order to desegregate 
was to be done with “deliberate speed.” Some states took that to mean they could take their 
time. That gave more time for violence and intense opposition to break out, especially in some 
Southern states. 

18. What happened at Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas?  
President Eisenhower had to send in federal troops to make sure that the nine African 
American students attempting to integrate Little Rock’s Central High School were safe. 

19. Why was the action of President Eisenhower important?  
It showed that the executive branch of the government was going to enforce the Supreme 
Court’s decision.  

20. Even though segregation was now illegal, how effective was the decision in ending the practice 
in most Southern states?  
Ten years after the decision, only 1.2 percent of African American students attended an 
integrated school. 

21. What happened to the Monroe School in Topeka, Kansas in 1992?  
It was designated as a National Historic Landmark because it was seen as a symbol of the 
struggle for equal rights for African Americans. 

22. Why is this case believed to be one of the most important Supreme Court cases in American 
history?  
First of all, the Supreme Court struck down Plessy v. Ferguson’s rule that separate but equal 
facilities for the races were constitutional. Secondly, it was a catalyst for the civil rights 
movement of the 1960s. Dr. King used this same legal foundation to fight segregation on 
public transportation with the Montgomery Bus Boycott. 
 

Conclusion: Explain the reasons that Professor Eads of Southern Methodist University uses to 
support her assertion that this case has truly changed America. What is your opinion of her 
assertions? 


