
The Winner Is 
Brackets - Liberty

The Winner Is strategy is based on the science of “bracketology.”  Brackets 
can be used to analyze key laws, events, people, or in this case four Supreme 
Court cases. The bracket contains four cases and the question used for the 
basis of the analysis.  Students can work alone or with partners to determine 
which case best answers each side of the bracket and the major reason for 
their decision.  Once the two winners are determined, the students then 
repeat the analysis determining the final winner and explain the reason for 
their choice.   



Tinker v. Des Moines School District 

Engel v. Vitale Texas v. Johnson 

Schenck v. United States 

Oyez, Oyez, Oh Yay! 
www.texasbar.com/civics/index.html 

Which case has contributed the most to achieving liberty in the United States? 

Tinker 
v. 

Des Moines 
School 
District 

In this 1969 case  
The U.S. Supreme Court  
ruled that public school 
students do have rights 
protected by the U. S. 

Constitution and that a school 
district had violated students’ 
First Amendment freedom of 

speech when it suspended 
them for wearing black 
armbands to school in  

silent protest of the  
Vietnam War.  

Schenck 
v. 

United 
States 

In this 1919 case the  
Court ruled that the  

conviction of a defendant  
for sending a leaflet to  

draftees when the nation  
was at war urging them 

peacefully to resist the draft was 
not a violation of the First  

Amendment. In doing so, the 
Court announced the  

“clear and present danger test” 
to be used to judge cases 

involving freedom  speech.  

Engel 
v. 

Vitale 

In this 1962 case the 
Court ruled that a  

public school district’s  
policy requiring students to 
begin their day by reciting a 

government composed 
prayer   was a violation of 
the no establishment of 

religion clause of the  
First Amendment. 

Texas 
v. 

Johnson 

In this 1989 case 
the Court ruled 

that burning the 
American flag is 

speech protected 
by  the freedom of 

speech clause of 
the 

First Amendment.  




