
The Winner Is 

Bracket-Equality
The Winner Is strategy is based on the science of “bracketology.”  Brackets can be used 
to analyze key laws, events, people, or in this case four Supreme Court cases. The 
bracket contains four cases and the question used for the basis of the analysis.  Students 
can work alone or with partners to determine which case best answers each side of the 
bracket and the major reason for their decision.  Once the two winners are determined, 
the students then repeat the analysis determining the final winner and explain the reason 
for their choice.   



Baker v. Carr 

Grutter v. Bollinger Hernandez v. Texas 

Brown v. Board of Education 

Oyez, Oyez, Oh Yay! 
www.texasbar.com/civics/index.html 

Hernandez 

v.  

Texas 

In this 1954 case  
the U. S. Supreme Court 
unanimously ruled that  
the equal protection of  
the laws clause of the  

U. S. Constitution’s Fourteenth 
Amendment is violated when  

a state tries a person of a 
particular race or ancestry 
before a jury from which  
all persons of that race or 

ancestry have been  
excluded from serving. 

Which case has contributed the most to achieving equality in the United States? 

Baker 
v. 

Carr 

In this 1962 case the  
Court overruled its own  
past decision that the 
drawing of legislative  

districts was “a political   
question” and thus federal 
courts could not hear cases  

involving the drawing of 
those districts. From now on, 

the Court ruled,  
federal courts could hear  

and decide such cases. 

Brown 
v. 

Board of 
Education 

In this 1954 case  
the U. S. Supreme Court 
unanimously overruled  

the Court’s 1896  
decision in Plessy v Ferguson 
and in doing so declared that 

racial segregation by state 
law in public schools, even 

though the separate schools 
may be equal, violates the 

equal protection of the  
laws guaranteed by the  

U. S. Constitution’s 
Fourteenth Amendment. 

Grutter 
v. 

Bollinger 

In this 2003 case the 
Court ruled  that in 
making admissions 
decisions, a state 

university’s law school 
can consider an   

applicant’s race as long 
as race is not the only 
factor considered and  
as long as there are no 

quotas.  
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Hernandez 

v.  

Texas 

In this 1954 case  
the U. S. Supreme Court 
unanimously ruled that  
the equal protection of  
the laws clause of the  

U. S. Constitution’s Fourteenth 
Amendment is violated when  

a state tries a person of a 
particular race or ancestry 
before a jury from which  
all persons of that race or 

ancestry have been  
excluded from serving.     

 

Which case best illustrates the struggle for equality in the United States? 

Brown 
v. 

Board of 
Education 

 
In this 1954 case  

the U. S. Supreme Court 
unanimously overruled  

the Court’s 1896  
decision in Plessy v Ferguson and 

in doing so declared that racial 
segregation by state law in 

public schools, even though the 
separate schools may be equal, 

violates the equal protection  
of the  

laws guaranteed by the  
U. S. Constitution’s  

Fourteenth Amendment. 

In this 1896 case the U. S. 
Supreme Court ruled that  

state laws requiring “equal  
but separate” railway 

accommodations for African 
Americans and whites did not 

violate either the U. S. 
Constitution’s Thirteenth 

Amendment’s prohibition of 
slavery or the equal protection 

of the laws clause of the 
Fourteenth Amendment.  

 

Sweatt v. 

Painter 

Plessy 
v. 

Ferguson 

 
        In this 1950 case the  U. S.          

Supreme Court ruled that                  

the  equal  protection of the 

laws c   clause of the U. S. 

Constitution’s Fourteenth 

Amendment required that an 

African American applicant be 

admitted to the University of 

Texas Law School since there 

was no “separate but equal” 

state law school for             

African Americans.  

         




